
Museum 
on 
Wheels:
Think Like A Curator 



Types of Artifact Labels in Museums 
IDENTIFICATION LABELS

An identification label provides you with basic 
information about the artifact like the name, 
place it was created, age of object, who owns 
said object, and the artifact number. 

INTERPRETIVE LABELS 

An interpretive label tells you the story about 
an object like why was it made, how was it 
made, who used it, and why! 





Museum Wall Labels
One of the most common labels in museums! These decals 
are applied directly to the wall and are considered semi-
permanent. 

Looking at these labels, which is interpretive, and which is an 
identification label?  





Display cases
These display cases usually showcase objects that are 
very fragile, and you cannot touch. The display cases 
contain both interpretative and identification labels. 
From the photos, you can see the panels on the back of 
case are the interpretive labels and inside the glass 
case would hold the identification label. 
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